
IT AMAZES ME HOW MANY fabulously talented people
we have in our region. Most of the weddings I plan are 
local and I have met some really wonderful people 
who, like you and me, live out here in the bush. When I 
started my wedding planning business fi ve years ago, my 
greatest fear was that my location would work against me. 
I wasn’t sure if there was a real need for my services here. 
Wedding planners are popular in the big smoke and tourist 
destinations, but would country folk pay for such services? 
I took the punt and have never looked back! I imagine the 
same goes for my fellow local suppliers in the wedding 
industry. 
My love for marquee weddings on country farms started 
with my own wedding, 14 years ago. Luke and I married 
on my family farm, and attended numerous other farm 
weddings for family and friends. I loved how they were all 
so personal and had their own special touch. I remember 
each wedding for something different – whether it be the 
church marquee in a paddock, sitting on hay bales by 
fi re pits toasting marshmallows, drinks served from old 
farm trucks, fi reworks under the stars, the views, or the 
spectacular gardens specially prepared by loving parents 
for months before the big day. 
It never ceases to amaze me how it all comes together 
and all of that work towards the special day pays off. On 
the down side, there is a lot of preparation and the big 
day fl ies by ever so quickly. I always remind bridal couples 
to stop for a moment during the reception, look around 
and just take in the atmosphere and the fun everyone is 
having. Feel the joy that everything is just perfect. Even 
if it hasn’t gone quite according to plan – usually because 
the weather is creating havoc – guests are still having fun 
and as long as there is great music, fabulous food, plenty 
of drinks and great company, the party will go on.
I fi nd it such an honour working so closely with bridal 
families; I appreciate how much trust they put in me. They 
see me as the backbone of the day being a success and 
are happy to hand that responsibility to me. I have been 

known to do many a thing behind the scenes if something 
does go wrong, from changing the light bulbs in the loos 
to running into town to fi nd that special drink for Uncle 
Matt. I have access to their home and they make me feel 
a part of the family. The wedding days are my reward, but 
then I am sad it is all over and I fade out of their lives. I 
do love hearing their updates though as time goes on – 
babies being born, couples buying their fi rst home or farm, 
or the mother-of-the-bride popping me an email to just 
say hello. This happens so often, and it makes my day.
I love being a part of the family for this amazing occasion, 
and I also love spending time with and getting to know 
the other suppliers. I feel so proud that we form such 
a professional team at each and every wedding. The 
caterers, the musicians, the photographers, the bar staff – 
so many wonderful people coming together to provide the 
best possible service so that the couple’s big day really is 
the best day of their lives.
People who want their children’s wedding on their farm 
realise it is almost essential to employ that extra help. 
Wedding planners are like insurance, a back-up, the ones 
who get asked what they think when there are differing 
opinions among family members. It takes the pressure off 
them completely. Most families like my help and feedback 
throughout the whole planning process, and some are just 
happy for me to be there on the day to coordinate and 
make sure it all goes as close to plan as possible. I am the 
go-to person, the one who implements solutions to any 
problems that arise without anyone noticing.
My own children, three boys, still don’t understand why I 
love weddings so much. Maybe it is because everything is 
so male-orientated in our household, and this is where I can 
escape and create pretty things! My passion for weddings 
has created me a job and a great pastime. Attending 
weddings and parties doesn’t feel like I am off to work. I 
have always been a planner, an organiser, probably a little 
too much for my husband’s liking, but together we have 
always loved a party. 
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